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Let them build! – WEI position

There are different assessments of the individual elements of the „Polish Deal”, the government’s action plan for 
the coming years, presented by PiS. Some - such as shifting the fiscal burden of reforms onto the middle class 
- are extremely harmful, while others deserve praise. The latter undoubtedly includes allowing Poles to easily 
and cheaply build small houses (up to 70 square meters). This is a manifestation of the common-sense policy 
of removing the regulatory muzzle, particularly where it limits the standard of living of those on lower incomes.

While this solution may not be very popular in the surroundings of big cities due to the high prices of plots, in smaller 
centers, the possibility of building a house of up to 70 square meters without having to deal with bureaucracy will 
help eliminate a significant part of housing problems. The cost of erecting such a building can be low, especially if 
part of the investment is carried out by one’s efforts. An area of 70 square meters, including a 20 square meters loft, 
will allow even a family with two children to live comfortably.

For this reason, criticism of this idea in the public arena is deeply astonishing. Voices about „arbitrary construction”, 
„favelas” or the risk of constructing houses without access to any sewage system are completely grotesque - they 
are based on the assumption that as a result of removing the restrictions, there will be a mass construction spurt in 
the nation, which, blinded by greater freedom, will not pay attention to any circumstances. This is a manifestation 
of the deeply rooted distrust of fellow citizens in our intellectual elites - all the more bitter because the capital of 
social trust is crucial to the further development of our country. There is little risk that investors will massively forget 
to connect basic utilities to a residential building or build ugly huts threatening to collapse. Poles should be able to 
easily, cheaply, and quickly build a small, structurally uncomplicated house on their own plot of land. 

The criticism of the idea is all the more surprising as, at the same time, in many places in Poland investments are 
being developed in large numbers, which are far from any kind of spatial and planning order. Windows looking out 
directly onto the neighbor’s, lack of basic infrastructure, housing estates built in the middle of arable fields - all this 
is happening in full compliance with the detailed and restrictive rigors of the regulations. As libertarians, we naturally 
believe that residents should also have the right to buy such housing if it meets their expectations. What we do not 
understand is why we should deprive Poles of the choice they are supposed to be granted under the „Polish Deal” 

The regulations already allow the construction of small recreational houses of up to 35 square meters, in a very sim-
plified procedure. The solution proposed in the „Polish Deal” is an extension of this formula and a real solution to the 
housing problem for many families. We, therefore, call on you not to succumb to baseless criticism formulated from 
the perspective of superiority over the citizen and to continue working on the project presented in the „Polish Deal”.
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